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 ISLE of ENNISKILLEN 

BECKETT
C H E S S  S E T

Enniskillen Island Town is transformed into a giant art gallery and chess 
board hosting 64 black and white steel chess cubes which display the world’s 
exclusive 32 piece chess set devoted to the characters and props from the plays 
and prose of Nobel Laureate Samuel Beckett.  Beckett attended Enniskillen’s 
Portora Royal School from 1920-23. The bronze chess artworks will be in their 
starting positions (see overleaf) each year from January to Good Friday and will 
be ‘played’ by hooded figures at three calendar points: Opening Game on Good 
Friday (Beckett’s Birthday) weekend, Middle Game in August (Happy Days 
Festival) and Endgame December 22nd (Beckett’s death day).  View any day of 

the year (see restrictions overleaf).  See the game at play #beckettmoves  
Artist: Alan Milligan. Concept Origination: DoranBrowne. 

Commissioned by Arts Over Borders www.artsoverborders.com
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Square  Piece  Character Samuel Beckett plays 
   & prose
WHITE STARTING POSITIONS      

A1 Castle Bin Endgame 
B1 Knight Protagonist Catastrophe 
C1 Bishop Didi Waiting for Godot
D1 Queen  Winnie Happy Days
E1 King Krapp Krapp’s Last Tape
F1 Bishop Pozzo Waiting for Godot
G1 Knight Malone’s Bed Malone Dies 
H1 Castle Bin Endgame 
A2 Pawn Tree Waiting for Godot
B2 Pawn Bell Happy Days 
C2 Pawn Bowler Waiting for Godot  
D2 Pawn Willie Happy Days 
E2 Pawn Tape Rec Krapp’s Last Tape 
F2 Pawn Lucky Waiting for Godot 
G2 Pawn Mirror Happy Days 
H2 Pawn Pissoir (ref Marcel Duchamp) 
  
BLACK STARTING POSITIONS      

A8  Castle Urn Play
B8  Knight Clov Endgame
C8 Bishop Gogo Waiting for Godot  
D8 Queen Mouth Not I 
E8 King Hamm Endgame  
F8 Bishop May Footfalls 
G8 Knight Belacqua More Pricks Than Kicks 
H8 Castle Urn Play  
A7 Pawn Carrots Waiting for Godot
B7 Pawn Moon Waiting for Godot
C7 Pawn Boots Waiting for Godot
D7 Pawn Gun Happy Days 
E7 Pawn Banana  Krapp’s Last Tape
F7 Pawn Rocking Chair Rockaby
G7 Pawn Pipe Waiting for Godot
H7 Pawn Cubes Act Without Words 1

All viewing times are within venue trading hours with exception of asterisked (*) venues having restricted time of year access.
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bluebellartanddesign@gmail.com  ❙  07779665229


