Samuel Beckett Biennale ~ ARTS

2026-2038 &‘,’E‘BERS

Samuel
Beckett
Research
7 Centre

Not | by Samuel Beckett

19 & 20 September 2026
Minghella Studios, University of Reading

Arts Over Borders in association with the Beckett Research Centre, University of Reading

ROYAL PHILHARMONIC SINGER OF THE YEAR, CLAIRE BOOTH, TO ACT SAMUEL

BECKETT’S DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE FOR THE 2026 SAMUEL BECKETT BIENNALE

e Sir Rufus Norris, former Artistic Director of the National Theatre, to direct
Beckett’s frenetic tour de force, Not I, at the home of the Beckett Archive

e Sean Doran, former Artistic Director & Chief Executive of English National
Opera, curates a unique triptych evening of theatre, song and conversation,
opening with Luciano Berio’s Sequenza Il and finishing with Beckett’s Not |

e Tickets available now via artsoverborders.com

e Arts Over Borders’ new Irish-British celebration of Samuel Beckett reaches England

¢ Samuel Beckett Biennale present key plays in their specific locations - from Beckett’s Dublin
birthplace, up to his Enniskillen school and across to England, via Belfast and the Wicklow hills

e First-time collaboration between Arts Over Borders and the Beckett Research Centre,

University of Reading

Date -- All eyes will be trained on the mouth of one of the UK’s most acclaimed sopranos later this
summer; however, rather than singing, the Royal Philharmonic Singer of the Year, Claire Booth, will
step into the purely theatre world for the first time, to deliver the sonically pummelling words of a

play created by Samuel Beckett to ‘work on the nerves of the audience’.

British soprano Clare Booth will perform the frantic monologue
Not I on 19 and 20 September 2026 at the Minghella Studios at
the University of Reading, home of the Samuel Beckett archive.

Not | will be directed by Sir Rufus Norris, former Artistic Director

/ oo and Chief Executive of the National Theatre. This will be the first

time that a virtuosic singer will bring their skills to Beckett’s rapid, babbling monologue.


https://www.artsoverborders.com/

Not | is the latest instalment of the Samuel Beckett Biennale (SBB), a
major new celebration of the life and work of Samuel Beckett (1906-

1989), staged between Ireland and Great Britain and curated by Séan

Doran, Creative & General Director of Arts Over Borders, which brings
unexpected new approaches and world-first theatrical experiences to significant locations in Ireland

and Great Britain associated with Beckett’s life and work.

Famously performed at London’s Royal Court by Beckett’s collaborator and creative muse, Billie
Whitelaw, whose archive is also housed at the University of Reading, Not | (1972) is a dramatic
monologue to be performed by a single actor, with the character name Mouth, in a pitch-black space
with only the actor’s mouth in the spotlight. As much a sonic work as it is a play, Not I reflects
Beckett’s musicality. His focus on the performer’s mouth and red lips was partly inspired by

Caravaggio's painting, The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist.

Curated by Arts Over Borders, the evening will unfold across three spaces within the Anthony
Minghella Studios; beginning with a performance by Claire Booth of Sequenza 111 (1966) by Luciano
Berio, a piece of music which mirrors Not I in style, the event will continue with Claire Booth and
Rufus Norris in conversation, followed by a selected text reading and culminating in the
performance of Not I. Related documents from both the Samuel Beckett and Billie Whitelaw archives
will be on display before and after the performances. For more information, please visit

www.artsoverborders.com

Claire Booth is widely acclaimed for the vitality and musicianship that she brings to the operatic
stage and concert platform, with a versatility that encompasses Monteverdi and Handel, through

Rossini, Janacek and Britten, and now on to one of theatre’s most demanding texts for a solo actor.

Claire Booth said, “Delving into Beckett's extraordinary monodrama, Not /, through its profound
musicality, has been a revelation. | am deeply grateful to Sean Doran for his faith in me and for
inviting a singer's perspective on this remarkable work. Under the expert guidance of Rufus Norris,
we have uncovered something truly operatic in Not I's emotional scope, shaped by one woman's

dogged resolve to ‘try something else... think on something else’."

This is the first UK theatrical project undertaken by Director Rufus Norris since leaving the National
Theatre. Rufus Norris said, “I have always been terrified of Beckett. There is something so open and
yet so unforgivingly precise in his writing, and this is never more so than in Not I. The text is
everything and any attempt at ‘understanding’ it, in the usual sense, risks compromising its utter
integrity. Charting a course through it has been a profound lesson in trust and humility! To do so with

Claire, however, has been a joy. Her rigour and precision, borne of her complete musical control, has
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enabled us to find both footholds and a bespoke palette within the vertiginous face of Beckett’s
sensory assault. It is a masterpiece in miniature, compellingly untameable and poetically, viscerally

transcendent.”

Through his ten-year leadership of the Happy Days Enniskillen International Beckett Festival, Sean
Doran, former Artistic Director & CEO of the English National Opera, has likely presented more of
Samuel Beckett’s work than any other individual in the world. Sean Doran said, “Now midway
through our inaugural Samuel Beckett Biennale, | am delighted that we will arrive in England with
one of our most thrilling projects, singer Claire Booth performing Beckett’s very sonic short play, Not
I. That this will be presented in the University of Reading’s Minghella Studios in association with the
Beckett Research Centre is both poignant and celebratory, as film director and Beckett aficionado
Anthony Minghella agreed to be the original Patron for our Happy Days Beckett Festival but sadly

passed away before the festival commenced in 2012.”

Matthew McFrederick, Co-Director of the Samuel Beckett Research Centre, University of Reading,
said, “The Samuel Beckett Research Centre is delighted to be collaborating with Arts Over Borders
and to be hosting Not I at the University of Reading as part of the inaugural Biennale — an innovative
an enticing take on the festival format. Rufus Norris and Claire Booth are high calibre artists and
seeing them work together on this single Beckett text is an exciting prospect that speaks to the

interdisciplinary and creative values of our research centre.”

Following Not /, the SBB will present a performed-reading production of Beckett’s classic Waiting for
Godot, in a new Ulster-Scots translation by Frank Ferguson of Ulster University. The production will
take place on 19 September 2026 on the Antrim Plateau and 20 September 2026 in the Wicklow
Hills. Both performances will take place around Antony Gormley’s Tree for Waiting for Godot. More

information at www.artsoverborders.com

While the SBB is only in its first year, tickets are already on sale for the final event - more than
twelve years into the future. On 11 November 2038, actor Richard Dormer will star in Beckett’s
Krapp’s Last Tape, to realise one of the most forward-thinking pieces of artistic programming in the
history of theatre. Early this century, Sean Doran invited Samuel West and Richard Dormer — both
aged 39 at the time - to record performances which would be stored away immediately and then
retrieved thirty years on, to enable the 69-year-old actors to perform with their 39-year-old selves, as

specified in Beckett’s play.

In early May 2006, six weeks shy of his 40" birthday, Samuel West recorded the younger Krapp
dialogues with the BBC; then, in 2008, Richard Dormer recorded on his 39" birthday (as does Krapp).

As a result, for the first time in its theatrical history, Krapp’s Last Tape will feature recordings made



thirty years before, in live performance with the same actor - Samuel West at the 6" Biennale in
2036 and Richard Dormer at the 7" and final Biennale in 2038. Extremely Early Bird tickets are

available now on Eventbrite via www.artsoverborders.com

BOOKING INFORMATION

Not | by Samuel Beckett at the Minghella Studios, University of Reading.
Part of the 2026 Samuel Beckett Biennale produced by Arts Over Borders.

Dates: 19 September 2026 at 7pm: 19septhe2026samuelbeckettbiennale.eventbrite.co.uk

20 September 2026 at 5pm: 20septhe2026samuelbeckettbiennale.eventbrite.co.uk

Tickets: £25.

Venue: Minghella Studios, Whiteknights Campus, Building 195, Shinfield Road, Reading, RG6 6BT.
Mouth: Claire Booth

Director: Rufus Norris

Event Curator: Sean Doran

-ends-
Notes to Editors:
Produced by Arts Over Borders, Ireland’s leading producer of cross-border north-south arts festivals, the Irish-British
Samuel Beckett Biennale succeeds the highly acclaimed annual Happy Days Enniskillen International Beckett Festival, which
ran from 2012 to 2022, conceived by Artistic Director Sedn Doran and co-developed with Literary Director and long-time
artistic colleague, the late and hugely missed Liam Browne. The SBB follows the launch of the five-year FrielDays — A
Homecoming 2025-2029 event, a five-year journey to the centenary of playwright Brian Friel, and the completion of Arts
Over Borders’s largest project to date, the pan-European ULYSSES European Odyssey 2022-2024 project which celebrated
James Joyce’s masterpiece in 18 European cities.

Arts Over Borders has presented 13 cross-border literary multi-arts festivals in Ireland from 2012-2022 including the Happy
Days Enniskillen International Beckett Festival (EIBF) which brought The Berliner Ensemble to Ireland for the first time (since
1939) with Georg Tabori’s controversial Warten Auf Godot and which involved other international artists including theatre
directors Robert Wilson and Peter Stein, actors Toby Jones and Klaus Maria Brandauer, choreographers Maguy Marin and
Mark Morris and the work of visual artists Antony Gormley, Tacita Dean, Joseph Kosuth and Steve McQueen. Other AOB
festivals have included A Wilde Weekend in Enniskillen and the Lughnasa FrielFest celebrating the work of playwright Brian
Friel (1929-2015) in Donegal & Derry involving actors Maxine Peake, Imogen Stubbs, Alex Jennings, Rory Kinnear and
Tamsin Greig.

For further information and images, please contact Michael Barrett on 07813-558772 or

mfbpressoffice@gmail.com
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